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County Economic Development
​ What you need to know:

Progress Continues on Housing Projects in Aitkin
County!



Aitkin County Business Development & Recreation
Grant Deadline May 31, 2024

The purpose of this grant fund is to leverage county funds, private funds and volunteer efforts to
increase small business development activities in Aitkin County, with an emphasis on increasing
sustained tourism and recreation activities. 

Several organizations may submit a single application or organizations may apply
individually. Organizations need only to commit one hundred dollars ($100) in good faith to
ensure commitment to the grant request.

The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners, have approved funding to be used to directly
impact the Community of Aitkin County by executing the Aitkin County Business Development &
Recreation Grant.

 Funding Limits: Minimum of $100 and a maximum of $2,000 per grant application.

Eligible Project Examples:
Sustainable marketing and advertising materials including but not limited to permanent
signage materials, etc.
 Menu signs (interior)
Technology or training programs
Any other activities to develop your business

Eligible Event Examples:
Annual events promoting tourism & recreation
 Events must provide incremental tourism growth

·       
​Grant Funds shall be used to market business development activities that create sustainable
tourism or recreation growth or activities/businesses that will enhance the Aitkin County
economy. 

Guidelines and Application

https://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/departments/econ/


McGrath Broadband Project Construction is
Complete!

Aitkin County and their partners, Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative are excited to announce that
the McGrath Broadband Project construction is complete.

A few highlights:

535 potential customers. This number includes any location that has an electric service.
The overall take rate for the project is at 36%.
104 miles of main line fiber was placed along with 39 miles of service drop fiber.
All fiber was placed underground in the road right of way.
Installation started in early March and as of 4115124 MLEC has connected 107 residents.
Currently 13 residents are taking 1 Gbps symmetrical service.
The total cost of the project was $5,097,635.
Cost per passing is $9,528 based on the potential 535 customers.

Thank you to Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative, for their continued commitment and dedication to
service to our County residents.



Minnesota Housing Finance Agency offers
homeowner opportunities



Contact a Lender

https://mnhousing.gov/lender-directory.html


learn more

Workforce Training Available for Minnesota
Employers

Need Help Training or Retraining Your Workforce? We Can Help!
The state of Minnesota Job Skills Partnership (MJSP) program offers grants to help train or retrain your
workforce. We've helped train thousands of workers in the state. 

MJSP works with a broad range of businesses, educational
institutions and nonprofit organizations to:

train or retrain workers
expand work opportunities
keep high-quality jobs in the state

Your business may qualify for one of our training grant programs that help offset training-related
expenses. 

Find out more at mn.gov/deed/mjsp
Or contact the Minnesota Job Skills Partnership Office:  deed.mjsp@state.mn.us

SAVE THE DATE: 2024 LEGISLATIVE

http://www.mnhousing.gov
https://mn.gov/deed/business/financing-business/training-grant/
mailto:deed.mjsp@state.mn.us


LUNCHEON
​JUNE 7,2024, 11AM-1PM,

AITKIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER

LAKES AREA UNITED WAY PARTNERS WITH
LUEKEN'S VILLAGE FOODS FOR

​THE 5TH ANNUAL UNITED WAY FISHING
TOURNAMENT







JET

NATURE ROCKS IS BACK!

https://www.nemojt.org/


Properties Available in the Aitkin AreaProperties Available in the Aitkin Area

Tour the Properties

https://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/departments/econ/


Contact me directly for any details and additional opportunities: mark.jeffers@co.aitkin.mn.us.

36559 US-169, Aitkin, MN 56431

Are you ready to move you, your family and/or your business to an amazing
area? We welcome you to visit anytime. Tour any of our available properties, enjoy
our recreational assets, amazing dining and our unique entertainment offerings. We
think you will agree, it is Naturally Better here. Aitkin County is a community with
momentum. We are confident once you visit, you will live here!

naturallybetterhere.com

County Business SpotlightCounty Business Spotlight

mailto:mark.jeffers@co.aitkin.mn.us
https://www.mlecmn.net/
http://naturallybetterhere.com


Hello Gorgeous
Aitkin, MN

205 Minnesota Avenue North
hellogorgeousstylists@gmail.com

Our Mission
Through Inspiration, education, and determination the Creative Artists at

Hello Gorgeous strive to push the boundaries of beauty with our
extraordinary products, exceptional service, and dedication to our clients
helping them achieve the look that best represents their personality and

lifestyle. We want everyone to leave the salon feeling confident and
looking gorgeous. 

mailto:hellogorgeousstylists@gmail.com


Hello Gorgeous

What makes Aitkin County Naturally BetterWhat makes Aitkin County Naturally Better

CommunityCommunity
 

https://hellogorgeous.godaddysites.com/


Cities

Contact UsContact Us

Share This Email

AITKIN COUNTYAITKIN COUNTY
Mark Jeffers

Economic Development Coordinator
mark.jeffers@co.aitkin.mn.us

218-513-6188

Visit our Website
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